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2025 AP Exam Performance
● The percentage of students earning a qualifying score of 3 or higher increased or stayed 

the same in 34 of 40 courses compared to 2024.

● The AP Program exists to provide college-level coursework in high school. AP courses 
and exams have been the gold standard for academic rigor in U.S. high schools for 
decades. Students earning an exam score of 3 or higher can be confident they’ve achieved 
a level of mastery that doesn’t just meet but exceeds an equivalent grade in a college-level 
course. 

● Typically, AP Program’s high standards result in 60%–75% of AP Exams earning a score of 
3 or higher, which is equivalent to a college C or better. By contrast, colleges in the 
standard setting studies award grades of C or higher to approximately 75%–90% of their 
students in similar courses. 

Source: College Board
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What Makes a Score?
● Over the past few years, the AP Program has been transitioning to an evidence-based 

method for setting score standards (it’s called Evidence-Based Standard Setting or EBSS). 
This approach replaces the small faculty panels (made up of about 15 college professors) in 
years past that would estimate AP students’ knowledge and skills—which was a 
psychometrically valid method, but one that involved some degree of inconsistency. 

● Now, instead of estimating, the evidence-based method uses large-scale data collection 
and analysis to identify specific levels of performance where students are demonstrating 
the knowledge and skills that should be expected for awarding credit.



Is 1 Enough?
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A Waste of Time for College?
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A Waste of Time for GPA?
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A Waste of Time for High School?
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Exam Participation
● Overall, student participation in AP courses and exams grew by 7% from 

2024 to 2025.

● The five AP courses with the largest growth this year were: 

1. AP Precalculus
2. U.S. Government and Politics
3. AP Seminar
4. AP World History
5. AP Biology

Source: College Board



AP Precalculus & 
AP Seminar

Kentucky Performance
AP Precalculus AP Seminar

2,358 test takers (up 13% to 2024) 2,283 test takers (up 6% to 2024)

77.2% scores of 3+ 
(compared to 80.8% globally)

85.5% scores of 3+ 
(compared to 82.2% globally)

Source: College Board



AP Career Kickstart expands the AP Program by offering high schools a new set of career courses and exams by 
partnering with employers, college faculty, and high school educators to design courses that can lead to college 
credit and employer-endorsed credentials, and prepare students for high-demand jobs.

AP Career Kickstart (CK) credentials are designed with faculty and industry experts to meet the standards and 
expectations of employers and higher education. Each credential, based on exam performance, validates mastery 
of qualifying skills, the technical and professional skills needed for success in aligned occupations. Students who 
earn AP CK employer-endorsed credentials are empowered to succeed in multiple career and education 
pathways, such as apprenticeships, two- or four-year degree programs, or employment. 

AP Career Kickstart:
● AP Business with Personal Finance
● AP Cybersecurity
● AP Networking

Source: College Board
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